
CHM 6590   
PHYSICAL CHEMISTRY SEMINAR SERIES 

Spring Semester 2023 
INSTRUCTORS:  Daniel	A.	Savin		 	 	 	 Ramon	A.	Miranda	Quintana	

e-mail:	savin@chem.ufl.edu	 	 email:	quintana@chem.ufl.edu		

phone:	352-392-9150	 	 			 phone:	352-392-3489	

CLASS	SCHEDULE:			
January	10th	–	April	25th	

Tuesdays	11:45am	–	1:40pm	

In	person:	SFH	221	

 
TOPICS & COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The	dissemination	of	knowledge	and	the	quest	to	seek	out	new	knowledge	are	critical	to	the	

scientific	process	and	important	skills	to	develop	for	successful	careers	both	in	and	outside	

of	scientific	research.		In	this	course,	students	will	have	the	opportunity	to	attend	seminars	

in	 the	area	of	Physical	Chemistry,	which	will	be	given	by	visiting	speakers	and	graduate	

students	qualifying	in	the	Physical	Chemistry	Division.		Seminars	will	cover	a	broad	range	

of	topics	related	to	Physical	Chemistry.		Even	when	the	topic	is	not	close	to	your	research	

interests,	there	is	always	something	new	to	learn,	a	way	to	connect	with	your	own	interests	

and	an	opportunity	to	learn	new	things.		

	

The	goals	of	the	course	are	to	broaden	the	awareness	of	cutting-edge	research	topics,	 to	

provide	 a	 professional	 and	 friendly	 environment	 that	 encourages	 students	 to	 fully	

participate	 and	ask	questions,	 and	 to	 learn	and	practice	how	 to	 communicate	your	own	

scientific	discoveries.		Additionally,	all	students	have	opportunities	to	interact	directly	with	

visiting	speakers	in	smaller	group	settings.	

	

ASSIGNMENTS:      
Students	 are	 assigned	 different	 responsibilities,	 which	 include	 coffee	 cart	 organization,	

introduction	 of	 speakers	 (for	 student	 speakers),	 and	 seminar	 presentations.	 	 These	

responsibilities	consist	of	the	following:		

	

Introduction	of	 speakers:	 	 You	must	prepare	 the	 introduction	BEFORE	seminar	
time.	Introduction	to	a	speaker	usually	includes	(at	least)	the	school	where	she/he	

did	 the	 undergraduate	 or	 MSc	 degree,	 special	 awards	 the	 students	 has	 received	

(fellowships,	Early	Career	Phys	Chem	award,	teaching	awards	while	at	UF,	etc),	the	

research	 topic	 they	 are	working	 on	 and	 the	 title	 of	 their	 seminar.	 	 You	 are	 also	

responsible	to	call	on	members	of	the	audience	for	questions,	and	there	must	be	at	

least	TWO	questions	from	students	before	we	can	move	on	to	questions	from	faculty.	

	

Seminar	presentation:		a	20	minutes	talk	(with	5	minutes	for	questions)	prepared	
for	 a	 general	 audience	 with	 a	 Physical	 Chemistry	 background.	 	 Additionally,	 all	
student	speakers	are	required	to	provide	a	brief	“safety	seminar”	prior	to	the	start	of	
your	 scientific	 presentation.	 	 The	 safety	 seminar	 should	 last	 for	 one	 minute	 and	



consist	of	one	or	(at	most)	two	slides	that	focus	on	1	safety	topic	related	to	work	in	

your	laboratory.	

	

Keep	 in	mind	 that	 your	 fellow	 graduate	 students	 have	 a	 background	 in	 physical	

chemistry,	but	not	in	the	area	you	are	presenting.	Thus,	a	good	introduction	to	the	
field	is	always	very	important.	For	those	students	without	enough	results	from	their	

own	 research,	 a	 literature	 seminar	 can	 be	 presented	 (once)	which	will	 include	 a	

survey	of	work	in	an	area	of	their	choice.			For	students	presenting,	feedback	will	be	

provided	via	a	format	that	will	be	communicated	during	the	first	seminar.	

	

Talk	with	the	speaker:	When	the	presentation	is	from	an	outside	speaker,	PChem	
graduate	students	will	host	a	conversation	with	the	speaker	immediately	after	the	

talk	(about	1	PM),	in	the	Physical	Division	conference	room	(for	in-person	speakers)	

or	the	same	zoom	link	as	the	conference	(for	virtual	speakers;	Laura	will	provide	a	

new	link	otherwise).				

		

Attendance	 is	 not	 required	 but	 is	 highly	 encouraged	 for	 ALL	 physical	 chemistry	

students.		This	is	an	excellent	opportunity	to	interact	with	scientific	experts,	to	ask	

questions	 that	 you	 might	 have	 about	 their	 research,	 research	 in	 general,	 career	

paths,	or	to	engage	in	general	discussion	with	an	established	academic	scientist.		We	

hope	you	will	take	full	advantage	of	the	occasion	to	engage	with	visiting	speakers	in	

this	informal	environment.				

 
ATTENDANCE 
Attendance	to	seminar	is	required	for	every	Physical	Chemistry	student,	starting	in	their	2nd	

year	until	they	graduate.		Attendance	will	be	documented	by	our	administrative	assistant	

Laura	Myers	when	you	sign	in	to	the	Zoom	session.		Leaving	before	the	end	of	the	seminar	

or	signing	in	to	the	seminar	but	not	viewing	the	seminar	are	considered	violations	to	the	UF	

honor	code.	

	

Unexcused	absences:		You	are	allowed	up	to	2	unexcused	absences.	If	you	need	to	
leave	before	 seminars	ends,	 you	can	delete	your	 signature	and	consider	 it	one	of	

those	unexcused	absences.		

	

Excused	absences:	These	are	planned	absences	that	include	illness,	needing	to	keep	
going	on	an	experiment	and	family-related	issues.		Requests	to	skip	a	seminar	with	

an	excused	absence	will	be	reasonably	granted	provided	they	are	communicated	to	

either	Dr.	Quintana	or	Dr.	Savin	via	email	by	midnight	the	day	before	the	seminar.		

No	excuses	will	be	accepted	after	that	time.	

	

For	emergency	situations,	contact	Dr.	Quintana	or	Dr.	Savin	ASAP	and	we	will	consider	each	

situation	in	a	case-by-case	scenario.		

 
 
 



COURSE GRADING:  
 S/U will be assigned based on participation	in	the	course	as	defined	by 

1. attendance		
2. introduction	duties	
3. giving	a	well	thought	presentation	(for	those	students	that	are	assigned	to	present)	
4. providing	feedback	via	the	student	evaluations	

	

STUDENT EVALUATION: 
Student	talks	are	meant	as	a	way	to	improve	your	communication	skills,	and	to	that	end,	

everybody	benefits	from	feedback.	This	will	be	done	through	student	evaluations	for	every	

student	speaker	–	the	speaker	will	receive	all	feedback	together	with	no	information	of	

who	provided	it.	

	

The	feedback	should	be	actionable	by	the	speaker:	good	talk,	unclear	talk,	…	are	not	

actionable.	What	worked	so	that	we	can	keep	it?	What	was	unclear	so	we	can	improve	it?	

Think	about	what	kind	of	feedback	would	be	useful	for	you	to	improve	your	talks	when	

you	are	writing	the	feedback	for	others.	

	

At	the	end	of	each	talk	visit	the	following	link	to	provide	feedback:	

https://forms.gle/pqgd8TqYLppdMZGHA	

	

HONOR CODE:   
The student honor code can be found at 

http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/catalog/policies/students.html   
The students, instructor and TAs are honor bound to comply with the Honors Pledge:  
We, the members of the University of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and our 

peers to the highest standards of honesty and integrity. 
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:   
 Students requiring special accommodations need to register at the Dean of Student 
Offices and bring the documentation to the instructor. 
 
Counseling services are available at http://www.counsel.ufl.edu/ or call (352)-392-1575 during 
regular service hours (8am-5pm). For other hours or weekends call the Alachua County Crisis 
Center (264-6789). Students may also call the clinician on-call at Student Mental Health for 
phone callback and consultation at (352)-392-1171. 
 
HEALTH	AND	WELLNESS		
Counseling	services	are	available	at	http://www.counsel.ufl.edu/	or	call	(352)-392-1575	

during	regular	service	hours	(8am-5pm).	For	other	hours	or	weekends	call	the	Alachua	

County	Crisis	Center	(264-6789).	Students	may	also	call	the	clinician	on-call	at	Student	

Mental	Health	for	phone	callback	and	consultation	at	(352)-392-1171.	

	

	



REQUIRED	AND	RECOMMENDED	TEXTBOOKS:	
None	

	

COURSE	EVALUATION	PROCESS:	
Students	are	expected	to	provide	professional	and	respectful	feedback	on	the	quality	of	

instruction	in	this	course	by	completing	course	evaluations	online	via	GatorEvals.	Click	

here	 for	 guidance	 on	 how	 to	 give	 feedback	 in	 a	 professional	 and	 respectful	manner.	

Students	 will	 be	 notified	 when	 the	 evaluation	 period	 opens,	 and	 can	 complete	

evaluations	 through	 the	 email	 they	 receive	 from	 GatorEvals,	 in	 their	 Canvas	 course	

menu	 under	 GatorEvals,	 or	 via	 ufl.bluera.com/ufl/.	 Summaries	 of	 course	 evaluation	

results	are	available	to	students	here.		

	
STATEMENT	ON	ONLINE	INSTRUCTION	AND	PRIVACY	
In	response	to	COVID-19,	some	fall	2022	seminars	are	held	in	an	online	format.		These	class	

sessions	may	be	audio	and	visually	recorded	for	students	in	the	class	to	refer	back	and	for	

enrolled	students	who	are	unable	to	attend	live.	Students	who	participate	with	their	camera	

engaged	or	utilize	a	profile	image	are	agreeing	to	have	their	video	or	image	recorded.		If	you	

are	unwilling	to	consent	to	have	your	profile	or	video	image	recorded,	be	sure	to	keep	your	

camera	off	and	do	not	use	a	profile	image.	Likewise,	students	who	un-mute	during	class	and	

participate	 orally	 are	 agreeing	 to	 have	 their	 voices	 recorded.		 If	 you	 are	 not	 willing	 to	

consent	to	have	your	voice	recorded	during	class,	you	will	need	to	keep	your	mute	button	

activated	and	communicate	exclusively	using	the	"chat"	feature,	which	allows	students	to	

type	questions	and	comments	live.	The	chat	will	not	be	recorded	or	shared.	As	in	all	courses,	

unauthorized	recording	and	unauthorized	sharing	of	recorded	materials	is	prohibited.		



Physical Chemistry Division Seminar Spring 2023 
 
Where:  Sheridan Auditorium (SFH 221), unless noted otherwise 

 

When:   Tuesdays, 11:50 AM – 1:00 PM, unless noted otherwise  

Who: All graduate students qualifying in the Physical Chemistry Division are required to 

attend.  Attendance during seminar will be monitored by Laura Myers.  

 

Attendance by postdoctoral associates and faculty is always welcome. 

  

Date  Speaker 
  

Jan. 10  Zain Becerra 

  Host: Mikayla Darrows 

Jan. 17  Sarah Keller, University of Washington 

  Host: Matthew Eddy 

Jan. 24  Pratiksha Gaikwad / Bhumika Singh 

  Host: Abigail Held 

Jan. 31  James C Gumbart, Georgia Institute of Technology 

  Host: Alberto Perez 

Feb. 7  Richard Blair, University of Central Florida 

  Host: Alex Angerhorfer 

Feb. 14  Dinushika Kotudura/ Paola Lopez-Rivera 

  Host: Stephen Jones 

Feb. 21  Leah B Casabianca, Clemson University 

  Host: Gail Fanucci 

Feb. 28  Rugwed Lokhande/Yisel Martinez Noa 

  Host: Michelle Lapak 

Mar. 7  Ajay Ram Srimath Kandada, Wake Forest University 

  Host: Austin Evans 

Mar. 14  Spring Break 

Mar. 21  Lexin Chen/Hong-Yi Wang 

  Host: Viraj Wijesekara 

Mar. 28  No Seminar (ACS Meeting) 

Apr. 4  Thenahandi De Silva/Zhiyu Wang 

  Host: Julia Schwieg 

Apr. 11  Paul W. Ayers, McMaster University 

  Host: Ramon Alain Miranda Quintana 

Apr. 18  Jianwei Sun, Tulane University 
  Host: Mingjie Liu 

Apr. 25  Angelika Neitzel, University of Florida 

  Host: Daniel Savin 

 


